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SPEECH 

VICE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTRY 
AT THE 2nd ASEAN-MRC Water Security Dialogue 

 
Assalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb. 
First of all I wolud like to thank for Lao 
Government & People hospitality and very 
warm reseption for us  

Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished Guest , 
and Esteemed Dialogue Participants, 

It is an honor for me to speak before you at the 2nd 
ASEAN-MRC Water security Dialogue . I am honored to 
share the strategic  role of our country in carrying out 
landscape management and development for water 
security . Our commitment to these efforts is 
unwavering, as we recognize the profound relationship 
between environment, communities, future and water 
security as well. In this precious opportunity  I would like 
to appreciate organizing of the dialogue  in terms of 
water conservation and prosperity   
 
 
Distinguished Delegates, Guest, Ladies and 
Gentlemen  
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On this important occasion, I would like to re-affirm that 
water is indeed essential for our life; Water has become 
an extremely precious and  valuable resource.  
Unfortunately inappropriate management on the water 
resources is occurred.   
 
Like many other countries, Indonesia faced the same 
problems on water, which is primarily induced by 
combination of poor water retention due to hilly and 
mountainous terrain, and inappropriate land utilization 
and management,  and high population growth as well. 
This problem  caused by many factors, such as climate 
change and landscape degradation, which are 
anthropogenic phenomena when population and 
economic growth increase drastically. “From ridge to 
reef” scheme  should be addressed to realize  
sustainable water  through numerous efforts 
 
Indonesia's population growth between 2010-2020 was 
1.25% per year. This growth rate is higher than the 
projected growth rate in the tolerant scenario of 1.18% 
for 2010. It  leads to the increase of water  demand and 
widely escalation of forest degradation for various 
purposes and subsequently  affects on reduction of 
water regulation in the  landscape. According to UN 
(2018),  global water demand is projected to increase 
by 20 to 30% by 2050.  
 
Distinguished participants 
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Indonesia has made a strong commitment to restore 
degraded land by launching Forest and Other Land Use 
(FoLU) net sink carbon 2030, This  is constructed on 
the base of our experiences in implementing policies 
and international cooperation for the last 7 years with 
regard to forest fire, peatland management, permanent 
moratorium for new licenses in primary forest and 
peatland, land and biodiversity conservation, forest and 
land rehabilitation, community participation, and law 
enforcement. There are 108 units of critical watershed 
should be restored, 15 lakes priority, 65 reservoirs, 100 
water springs, considerable disaster-prone area, fire-
prone area, and degraded land located in 34 provinces. 
This is an attempt to build an upstream “natural water 
tower”  that is closely related to the “man made water 
pools” in the middle and lower reaches of a watershed. 
It should emphasize the importance of access to safe 
water  and to prevent hydrometeorological disaster.  
 
Sustainable water management comprises of programs 
on the prevention and on action. For prevention, our 
regulation is mandating to protect the sites of water 
sources, such as rivers, streams, lakes and springs. 
Other than that, we do examine the quality of water 
stored in our rivers, lakes, and reservoirs. We also have 
education for people to appreciate and maintain good 
water quality, not to degrade the capacity of water 
bodies to sustain plant and animal life.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Indonesia has also  issued appropriate water governance 
by considering its role  on climate action through 
improvement of  commmunity ressilience by addressing 
various appropriate water conservation measures 

Initiation of effective conservation efforts combine  
livelihood and prosperity improvement programs. We 
have proven that mplemention of water  conservation 
program on  various ecosystem brings economic 
resilience, create green jobs, raises incomes and 
increased food and water security. It helps biodiversity 
to recover and mitigate  massive carbon emission to 
atmosphere.  

I really  expect the 2nd ASEAN-MRC Water Security 
dialogue bring ASEAN countries in leading by example on 
actualization of water security concrete action and 
establish food, energy and water nexus 

Thank you very much and have a nive dialogue 

Wassalamualaikum Wr. Wb.  
 
Alue Dohong, Ph.D 


