
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
UCAPTAMA 

YANG BERHORMAT DATO SERI SETIA  

AWANG HAJI MOHD JUANDA BIN HAJI ABDUL RASHID  

MENTERI PEMBANGUNAN 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 

 

 

 

2nd ASEAN-MRC Water Security Dialogue:  

Sustainable Investment for a Connected, Resilient, and 

Water-secure  

Southeast Asia 

 

18 September 2024 
Souphattra Hotel Vientiane, Vientiane, Lao PDR 

 
“High Level Policy Dialogue: Views on how each 

Mekong/ASEAN country can contribute to and work 

together in increasing investments for a more 

connected, resilient and water-secure Mekong and 

ASEAN region” 

 



حْمٰنِِِاللِِِبِسْمِِ الرَّحِيْمِِِالرَّ  

 

Assalamualaikumِwbtِandِaِveryِgoodِmorning, 

 

Excellencies,ِDistinguishedِColleagues,ِLadiesِandِGentlemen, 

 

1.ِOnِbehalfِofِBruneiِDarussalam,ِIِextendِourِsincereِgratitudeِtoِtheِ

MekongِRiverِCommissionِandِtheِLaoِPeople’sِDemocraticِRepublicِforِ

hostingِthisِimportantِdialogue.ِWeِalsoِappreciateِtheِwarmِhospitalityِ

andِmeticulousِarrangementsِprovidedِbyِtheِpeopleِofِLaos.ِItِisِtrulyِ

anِhonorِtoِbeِpartِofِthisِesteemedِgathering,ِandِweِlookِforwardِtoِ

engagingِinِmeaningfulِdiscussionsِandِcollaborativeِefforts. 

 

2.ِAsِweِcomeِtogetherِtoday,ِitِisِessentialِtoِrecognizeِtheِprofoundِ

challengesِ thatِ climateِ changeِ posesِ toِ Southeastِ Asia’sِ vitalِ waterِ

resources,ِparticularlyِtheِMekongِRiver.ِThisِriver,ِaِlifelineِforِmillionsِ

acrossِ theِ region,ِ facesِ increasingِ threatsِ fromِ severeِ floodingِ andِ

prolongedِdroughts.ِTheseِchallengesِunderscoreِtheِurgentِneedِforِaِ

cohesiveِ andِ strategicِ regionalِ approachِ toِ ensureِ aِ sustainableِ andِ

resilientِwaterِfuture.ِTheِmanagementِofِtheِMekongِRiverِtranscendsِ

nationalِboundariesِandِrequiresِourِcollectiveِaction. 

 

3.ِEffectiveِwaterِmanagementِisِcrucialِnotِonlyِforِadaptingِtoِclimateِ

impactsِbutِalsoِforِmitigatingِthem.ِByِadoptingِinnovativeِtechnologiesِ

andِ fosteringِ positiveِ behavioralِ changes,ِ weِ canِ improveِ waterِ

efficiencyِ andِ contributeِ toِ reducingِ greenhouseِ gasِ emissions.ِ Ourِ

sharedِgoalِisِtoِachieveِaِmoreِconnected,ِresilient,ِandِwater-secureِ



Mekongِ andِ ASEANِ region,ِ ensuringِ aِ sustainableِ legacyِ forِ futureِ

generations. 

 

Excellencies,ِLadiesِandِGentlemen, 

 

4.ِWaterِisِfarِmoreِthanِaِmereِresource,ِِitِisِtheِcornerstoneِofِourِ

economicِ developmentِ andِ theِ veryِ essenceِ ofِ ourِ qualityِ ofِ life.ِ Aِ

dependableِ andِ cleanِwaterِ supplyِ isِ crucialِ forِ bothِ businessesِ andِ

communities,ِ andِ itsِ absenceِ canِ leadِ toِ significantِ challenges.ِ Toِ

addressِfutureِwaterِdemandsِandِsustainِourِeconomies, iِt iِs iِmperativeِ

thatِweِinvestِinِresilientِinfrastructure,ِincludingِdams,ِreservoirs,ِandِ

advancedِsmartِsystems.ِTheseِinvestmentsِareِessentialِforِsecuringِaِ

stableِandِprosperousِfuture. 

 

5.ِWeِmustِ embraceِ cutting-edgeِ technologies,ِ establishِ robustِ data-

sharingِplatforms,ِandِpursueِinnovativeِsolutions.ِTheseِmeasuresِwillِ

optimizeِourِwaterِusageِandِenhanceِourِcapacityِtoِrespondِeffectivelyِ

toِ disasters.ِ Additionally,ِ reinforcingِ formalِ mechanismsِ forِ regionalِ

cooperationِ willِ beِ instrumentalِ inِ aligningِ policiesِ andِ ensuringِ aِ

cohesiveِapproachِtoِwaterِmanagement. 

 

6.ِCapacityِbuildingِandِknowledgeِsharingِareِfundamentalِtoِenhancingِ

ourِcollectiveِabilityِtoِmanageِwaterِresourcesِeffectively.ِByِfacilitatingِ

theِ exchangeِ ofِ expertise,ِ encouragingِ jointِ research,ِ andِ providingِ

trainingِopportunities,ِweِcanِdeepenِourِunderstandingِand iِmproveِourِ

strategiesِforِwaterِmanagement.ِSuchِcollaborativeِeffortsِareِvitalِ inِ



addressingِ theِ complexِ challengesِ weِ faceِ andِ inِ developingِ robustِ

solutionsِforِsustainableِwaterِresourceِmanagement. 

 

Excellencies,ِLadiesِandِGentlemen, 

 

7.ِToِbolsterِourِregionalِresponse,ِ itِ isِcrucialِthatِweِembedِclimateِ

resilienceِ intoِ ourِ developmentِ strategies.ِ Waterِ isِ aِ fundamentalِ

componentِ ofِ ourِ economies,ِ agriculture,ِ industries,ِ andِ dailyِ lives.ِ

Securingِwaterِmeansِnotِonlyِensuringِreliableِaccessِtoِsafe,ِsufficient,ِ

andِaffordableِwaterِbutِalsoِeffectivelyِmanagingِtheِrisksِassociatedِ

withِ water-relatedِ disastersِ andِ pollution.ِ Byِ integratingِ climateِ

resilience iِntoِourِplanning,ِweِcanِbetterِsafeguardِourِcommunitiesِandِ

infrastructureِagainstِfutureِchallenges. 

 

8.ِOnِ aِ nationalِ level,ِ BruneiِDarussalamِhasِmadeِ notableِ stridesِ inِ

tacklingِriverِpollution.ِInِ2018,ِweِlaunchedِtheِSungaiِBruneiِCleanupِ

Project,ِ aِ comprehensiveِ initiativeِ designedِ toِ improveِ wasteِ

managementِ andِ waterِ quality.ِ Thisِ projectِ includesِ house-to-houseِ

wasteِcollection,ِtheِmanagementِofِfloatingِwasteِandِdebris,ِandِtheِ

implementationِofِaِvacuumِsewerageِsystemِwithِsecondaryِtreatmentِ

plantsِinِthreeِKampongِAyerِvillages.ِAdditionally,ِweِhaveِintroducedِ

measuresِtoِcollectِwasteِfromِbeneathِhouses,ِallِaimedِatِenhancingِ

theِcleanlinessِandِsustainabilityِofِtheِBruneiِRiver. 

 

9.ِ Furthermore,ِ inِ responseِ toِ theِ significantِ environmentalِ impactِ ofِ

plasticِ waste,ِ weِ initiatedِ theِ Nationwideِ Beachِ Clean-upِ Campaign,ِ

knownِasِ‘CoastalِMarvel,’ِinِJulyِ2021.ِThisِwholeِofِnationalِeffortِhasِ



receivedِwidespreadِsupportِandِinvolvement,ِleadingِtoِtheِremovalِofِ

18.7ِmetricِ tonsِofِwaste,ِwithِplasticsِ representingِ40%ِofِ theِ total.ِ

Thisِcampaign rِeflectsِourِcommitment tِoِaddressingِplasticِpollutionِandِ

preservingِourِnaturalِenvironments. 

 

10.ِBruneiِDarussalamِhasِlongِenjoyedِconsistentِaccessِtoِcleanِwater,ِ

aِtestamentِtoِourِongoingِcommitmentِtoِsecuringِourِwater fِuture.ِOurِ

dedicationِisِembodiedِinِthe 'ِBruneiِDarussalamِTowardsِWaterِSecurityِ

2021-2035'ِinitiative,ِaِstrategicِframeworkِaimedِatِensuringِtheِlong-

termِsustainabilityِandِresilienceِofِourِwaterِresources.ِThisِframeworkِ

focusesِ onِ balancingِ waterِ demandِ andِ supply,ِ improvingِ waterِ useِ

efficiency,ِ safeguardingِ waterِ quality,ِ andِ enhancingِ governanceِ

structures.ِTheseِkeyِpillarsِareِessentialِforِnavigatingِtheِcomplexitiesِ

ofِwaterِsecurityِinِanِeraِofِclimateِchange,ِwhereِeveryِdropِofِwaterِ

becomesِincreasinglyِprecious. 

 

11.ِ Inِ conclusion,ِ achievingِ long-termِ waterِ securityِ isِ aِ goalِ thatِ

demandsِ bothِ proactiveِ andِ collaborativeِ efforts.ِ Asِ weِ aimِ toِ

strengthenِconnectivity,ِbuildِresilience,ِandِensureِwaterِsecurityِacrossِ

theِMekongِandِASEANِregions,ِitِisِcrucialِthatِweِadoptِcomprehensiveِ

strategies.ِTheseِstrategiesِshouldِfocusِonِpreparedness,ِtechnologicalِ

advancement,ِandِenhancedِregionalِcooperation. 

 

12.ِOurِcollectiveِexperiencesِandِinsightsِofferِvaluableِperspectivesِasِ

weِnavigateِtheِcomplexِchallengesِfacingِourِwaterِsystems.ِByِsharingِ

knowledge,ِ leveragingِ advancedِ technologies,ِ andِ fosteringِ effectiveِ

partnerships,ِweِcanِaddressِtheseِchallengesِwithِgreaterِeffectiveness.ِ



Thisِ collaborativeِ approachِ notِ onlyِ supportsِ theِ capacitiesِ ofِ ourِ

individualِ nationsِ butِ alsoِ contributesِ toِ greaterِ regionalِ cohesion,ِ

settingِtheِstageِforِaِmoreِsustainableِandِresilientِwaterِfuture. 

 

13.ِ Withِ theِ esteemedِ leadershipِ ofِ ourِ Chair,ِ H.E.ِ Dr.ِ Bounkhanِ

Vorachit,ِ Ministerِ ofِ Naturalِ Resourcesِ andِ Environmentِ ofِ Laoِ PDR,ِ

ChairpersonِofِtheِLaoِNationalِMekongِCommittee,ِandِChairpersonِofِ

theِMRCِCouncilِforِ2024,ِweِareِoptimisticِaboutِtheِcontinuedِprogressِ

towardِ ourِ commonِ objectives.ِ Together,ِ weِ areِ presentedِ withِ anِ

importantِopportunityِtoِadvanceِtowardsِaِMekongِandِASEANِregionِ

thatِ isِ increasinglyِ interconnected,ِ resilient,ِ andِ secureِ inِ itsِ waterِ

management,ِfosteringِbenefitsِforِbothِpresentِandِfutureِgenerations. 

 

Thankِyouِforِyourِattention. 

 


